
I am a fifth generation Tara resident and I am proud of that, regardless of what the 
last few decades has heaped on our little town. As such, I would like to tell everyone 
about some of the people who have made our town and area become what it is 
today by putting them on a website.  

Why did this huge job start? So naturally I have relatives in our little cemetery, and 
as I visit them regularly, taking them flowers, I saw there was a vacant spot next to 
my grandparents. I thought, “I wonder if I could get planted here”, but no. There was 
someone there already.  I had been standing on someone for years and never knew 
there was anyone there. Then I thought, “How many other people are in here that 
no one knows about,” and there are many. 

I found out the person I had been standing on was called “E. Fimmell”.  That started 
me off on a big wild goose chase. Council records were in some parts dodgy, some 
parts lost and some with just a surname which was wrong. Thanks must go out to 
Mary Bedlington, who gave me a copy of the Tara Shire Cemeteries and Lone Graves 
book complied by Joyce Lawson in 2002. A huge thanks to this lady because if she 
had not completed this book some records would have now been totally lost.  Due 
to a fire in the 1950s and probably a flood or two, the original death information 
sheets have sometimes gone missing from the Councils records. Another event to 
create headaches for a researcher was when a council employee who was given the 
task of putting the peoples birth dates and death dates onto the internet. They 
decided if they couldn’t see a birth date then the first of January of any year would 
suit the job fine. After the first ten 1st of January birth dates, I woke up to what had 
happened. Ironically, now the council has taken that resource off the internet 
altogether. 

Originally it was thought the Tara Cemetery started in 1905.  I don’t believe this 
because there was no town here in 1905. There were probably workers on stations 
who passed around here at the time, but no town or shops. Then the council said 
the cemetery was opened in 1914, but as time rolled on, I discovered there was a 
young lady called Adelaide Elizabeth Bilson who had died and was entered into the 
Tara cemetery in 1911. A newspaper article in March 1913 reported, “It was decided 
to make another effort in the way of organizing a working bee to do more clearing”. 
So, the cemetery was already there by 1913. 

 

I would have thought when the first person was put into our cemetery, it would have 
been a noted newsworthy event, but it hasn’t jumped out at me yet. Information has 
come from Trove, Ancestry, the general public and I have had much help from my 
little “Oldies group”. 



I have had my parents Margaret and Athol Davis, Beryl and Phil Bougoure, Beth 
Brauer and the not so old Trish and Allan Sternes come for smoko which rolls into 
afternoon tea as we talk about all these people. Many people have been 
remembered for many different reasons at these meetings.  

I am a firm believer that everybody has a story to tell about themselves, even if they 
died as a baby.  I have uncovered many stories about many people since I started, 
some funny, some unbelievable and many so sad.  But if no one records these stories 
the next generation will not know the tales and they will be lost forever.  My main 
aim was to find how many people were buried here then I want to get everyone a 
headstone with at least their name and dates on it. And of course, to get the 
information I find on everyone, in a format anybody can access for free, forever.  I 
am hoping when this website is open, people will have stories and hopefully photos 
that they will want to share of the people they know who are now residents of the 
Tara Cemetery.  If you have information on a person who is resting in the Tara 
Cemetery please share it with us. Some families have been most helpful with their 
stories and photos and this brings their loved ones back into the greater Tara family. 

A huge thank you to the companies and Council who have helped out with the 
finance to enable this website to come to life. I find it amusing that the Tara Futures 
Group has helped to preserve the very past of Tara. A big thank you to Rhonda 
Dowling for not giving up on finding grants for the project while doing her 
Treasurer’s job for the Tara Futures Group, and Beryl Bennet and Lou Thornbury for 
thinking my project was worth saving. Then a thanks to Sophie Bougoure for giving 
us Deb Wheeler’s contact details and thank you Deb and her brother Bill for actually 
making it all come together. 

I know there will be mistakes in the information I have gathered here so I apologies 
for that now.  I have double and triple and quadruple checked everything I have 
documented, but human nature will always prevail, and if I go off on the wrong track 
it can sometimes be hard to think anything else until it is pointed out to me that this 
information is wrong. I hope people will understand this and correct any mishaps. 

Finally, I wish to ask the friends and families to keep providing stories and photos 
about the residents of our cemetery. Hopefully it will continue on as our little town 
of Tara also continues on into the future. 

Linda Davis Petersen 

 


